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Introduction: What weõll cover
ÂCharacteristics of Legal Materials

ÇCurrency

ÇConcept of ñofficialò version

Ç Free vs. Pay

Â Library catalogs

Â Legal Research Guides

Â Legal Resources
Ç Laws

Ç Cases

Ç Secondary Resources
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Introduction: What weõll cover

Â Non-law resource useful for legal research
Ç Encyclopedias

Ç Translation Services

Â Key Japanese -language Resources

Â Translation Services

Â Summary

Ç Reviewing important points
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Â ñCurrencyò 
(most current version 
often needed)

Â Concept of ñOfficial 
Versionò

Â English/Japanese

Â Free Vs Pay

Â ñCurrencyò 
(most current version 
often needed)

Â Concept of ñOfficial 
Versionò

Â English/Japanese

Â Free Vs Pay

Characteristics of Legal Materials
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Library Catalogs

OCLC
http://www.oclc.org/sear
ch/advanced.asp

Â Books on Japanese Law

OCLC
http://www.oclc.org/sear
ch/advanced.asp

Â Books on Japanese Law
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Library Catalogs

Toshiba Library For 

Japanese Legal Research 

(Columbia University Law 

School)

Â 11,000 monographic titles.  

222 current and 122 non -

current serial titles in 

English and Japanese

Â Tanaka Collection

Donation of private 

collection by family of 

Judge Jiro Tanaka 

Ç http://www.law.columb

ia.edu/library/collectio

ns/toshiba

Toshiba Library For 

Japanese Legal Research 

(Columbia University Law 

School)

Â 11,000 monographic titles.  

222 current and 122 non -

current serial titles in 

English and Japanese

Â Tanaka Collection

Donation of private 

collection by family of 

Judge Jiro Tanaka 

Ç http://www.law.columb

ia.edu/library/collectio

ns/toshiba
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Library Catalogs

Harvard University Law 

School Library

Â Extensive holdings of 

Japanese legal materials, 

monographs and serials in 

English and Japanese

Â http://www.law.harvard.

edu/library/about/staff/st

aff_directory.php

Harvard University Law 

School Library

Â Extensive holdings of 

Japanese legal materials, 

monographs and serials in 

English and Japanese

Â http://www.law.harvard.

edu/library/about/staff/st

aff_directory.php
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Library Catalogs

University of 
Washington
Marian Gould Gallagher 
Law Library

Â Holdings in English and 
Japanese

Â Over 26,000 volumes of 
monographs 213 current 
serial titles, 

Â Subscriptions to 6 
Electronic databases on 
or related to Japanese 
law

Â The Catalog: 
http://lib.law.washington
.edu/

University of 
Washington
Marian Gould Gallagher 
Law Library

Â Holdings in English and 
Japanese

Â Over 26,000 volumes of 
monographs 213 current 
serial titles, 

Â Subscriptions to 6 
Electronic databases on 
or related to Japanese 
law

Â The Catalog: 
http://lib.law.washington
.edu/
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Legal Research Guides
Â Japanese Legal Research at the 

University of Washington
http://lib.law.washington.edu/eal
d/jlr/jres.html 
Ç Includes Detailed Subject Access

Ç Links to English and Japanese 
Resources

Ç Online and Print Resources

Â Japanese Legal Research at the 
University of Washington
http://lib.law.washington.edu/eal
d/jlr/jres.html 
Ç Includes Detailed Subject Access

Ç Links to English and Japanese 
Resources

Ç Online and Print Resources
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Legal Research Guides

Â Library of Congress
Guide to Law Online: Japan
http://www.loc.gov/law/guide/jap
an.html

Â GlobaLex: ñJapanese Law Via 
the Internetò
http://www.nyulawglobal.org/glo
balex/Japan.htm
(Version of Prof. Makoto Ibusukiôs 
English-language guide to 
Japanese law)

Â Library of Congress
Guide to Law Online: Japan
http://www.loc.gov/law/guide/jap
an.html

Â GlobaLex: ñJapanese Law Via 
the Internetò
http://www.nyulawglobal.org/glo
balex/Japan.htm
(Version of Prof. Makoto Ibusukiôs 
English-language guide to 
Japanese law)
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Laws: Online translations

Translations of Laws and 

Regulations 

(In compliance with 

Standard Bilingual 

Dictionary) 

℮╒₿(

)
http://www.cas.go.jp/jp/seisak

u/hourei/data2.html

Translations of Laws and 

Regulations 

(In compliance with 

Standard Bilingual 

Dictionary) 

℮╒₿(

)
http://www.cas.go.jp/jp/seisak

u/hourei/data2.html

Laws: Online Translations
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” ”
(English Translation 

of Japanese Laws 

[Mika's Homepage])

(Very useful list of links 

to at least 100 English 

translations of 

Japanese laws.)
http://homepage2.nifty.co

m/paper/lawcollection.htm

” ”
(English Translation 

of Japanese Laws 

[Mika's Homepage])

(Very useful list of links 

to at least 100 English 

translations of 

Japanese laws.)
http://homepage2.nifty.co

m/paper/lawcollection.htm
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Laws: Online Translations 

Links to Laws, Organized 

by Subject
Compiled by Rob Britt 

http://lib.law.washington.edu

/eald/jlr/jlrwebresources.htm

#SpecificTopicsLawsEnglish

Links to Laws, Organized 

by Subject
Compiled by Rob Britt 

http://lib.law.washington.edu

/eald/jlr/jlrwebresources.htm

#SpecificTopicsLawsEnglish
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Laws: Print Translations
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ÅEHS Law Bulletin Series
ÅEight Volumes

ÅHundreds of Law Translated

ÅTable of Contents, Ordering:

https://www.ehs -

tokyo.com/index.php

ÅEHS Index (How to Order): 
http://lib.law.washington.edu/pubs/jle

/index.html

ÅEHS Law Bulletin Series
ÅEight Volumes

ÅHundreds of Law Translated

ÅTable of Contents, Ordering:

https://www.ehs -

tokyo.com/index.php

ÅEHS Index (How to Order): 
http://lib.law.washington.edu/pubs/jle

/index.html

10/8/2007 Japanese Legal Research / Rob Britt 15

Laws: Indexes
Index to Japanese Laws in English

Index to Japanese Laws in English
( )

National Diet Library Index to English Translations 
of Japanese Laws

Â Sold Originally (for $25) by NDL 
beginning in 1998 on a floppy disk;  
Updated informally since then via 
emailed files

Â Consists of ñcsvò files (raw data)  

Â Must be set up in database or 
spreadsheet software to be useful

Â Indexes English translations of 
Japanese laws

Â Includes wide variety of sources for 
print translations

Ç Occupation era English language 
government gazette (Kanpo)

Ç ñTreatisesò with translation in appendix

Ç Government publications (pamphlets, etc)

Ç EHS Law Bulletin Series

Index to Japanese Laws in English
( )

National Diet Library Index to English Translations 
of Japanese Laws

Â Sold Originally (for $25) by NDL 
beginning in 1998 on a floppy disk;  
Updated informally since then via 
emailed files

Â Consists of ñcsvò files (raw data)  

Â Must be set up in database or 
spreadsheet software to be useful

Â Indexes English translations of 
Japanese laws

Â Includes wide variety of sources for 
print translations

Ç Occupation era English language 
government gazette (Kanpo)

Ç ñTreatisesò with translation in appendix

Ç Government publications (pamphlets, etc)

Ç EHS Law Bulletin Series
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Laws: Indexes
Index to Japanese Laws in English

Search Screen in 

MS Access

Search Screen in 

MS Access
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Laws: Indexes
Index to Japanese Laws in English

Record in MS 

Access

Record in MS 

Access
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Cases

Judgments of the 
Supreme Court

Â Includes the same 
translations in the 
print version

Â Also has many more 
summaries of cases 
(over 500).

Â http://courtdomino2
.courts.go.jp/promj
udg.nsf

Judgments of the 
Supreme Court

Â Includes the same 
translations in the 
print version

Â Also has many more 
summaries of cases 
(over 500).

Â http://courtdomino2
.courts.go.jp/promj
udg.nsf
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Cases: Summaries

Senrei
Â English summaries of 

Important cases

Â Covers

Ç Constitutional Law

Ç Civil Law

Ç Commercial Law

Â http://www.senrei.com/

Senrei
Â English summaries of 

Important cases

Â Covers

Ç Constitutional Law

Ç Civil Law

Ç Commercial Law

Â http://www.senrei.com/

10/8/2007 Japanese Legal Research / Rob Britt 20

Cases
Temple University Website; Cases Section

English translations of Important cases

Â http://lib.law.washington.edu/eald/jlr/jlrwebresources.ht
m#CourtDecisionsEnglish

Ç Click on the Topics on the Left Side of the screen

Temple University Website; Cases Section
English translations of Important cases

Â http://lib.law.washington.edu/eald/jlr/jlrwebresources.ht
m#CourtDecisionsEnglish

Ç Click on the Topics on the Left Side of the screen
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Secondary Resources:
Information on Japanese Courts

Â Supreme Court Justices
http://www.courts.go.jp/english/justices/

Â Supreme Court Justices
http://www.courts.go.jp/english/justices/
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Secondary Resources: 
Information on Japanese Courts

Â Courts, Judicial 

Administration
http://www.courts.go.jp/english/s

ystem/index.html

Â Courts, Judicial 

Administration
http://www.courts.go.jp/english/s

ystem/index.html
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Secondary Resources: The Law-making Process

Â Cabinet Legislation 

Bureau 
http://www.clb.go.jp/english/a

bout.html

Â The Law -making 

Process
http://www.clb.go.jp/english/

process.html

Â Cabinet Legislation 

Bureau 
http://www.clb.go.jp/english/a

bout.html

Â The Law -making 

Process
http://www.clb.go.jp/english/

process.html
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Secondary Resources:  Articles Published in Japan

National Diet Library 
Periodical Index
http://opac.ndl.go.jp/index_e.html
Problem:  this Database is down three hours 

daily (North American Business hours)
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Secondary Resources:  Articles Published in Japan

Example of an Online English -
language Law Journal

Â International Journal of 
Intellectual Property 
http://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/b
rowse/ijip

Â Ritsumeikan Law Review 
Online
http:// www.ritsumei.ac.jp/ac
d/cg/law/lex/rlrindex.htm#rlr

Â Kobe University Law 
Review
http:// www.law.kobe -
u.ac.jp/lawrev/mokuji.htm

Example of an Online English -
language Law Journal

Â International Journal of 
Intellectual Property 
http://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/b
rowse/ijip

Â Ritsumeikan Law Review 
Online
http:// www.ritsumei.ac.jp/ac
d/cg/law/lex/rlrindex.htm#rlr

Â Kobe University Law 
Review
http:// www.law.kobe -
u.ac.jp/lawrev/mokuji.htm
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Â Westlaw, Lexis and Legaltrac
Use any of these to search for law 
review articles on Japanese law

Â Japanese Newspapers
Ç Westlaw also includes access to 
ñJapan Newspapersò

Ç LexisNexis also includes some 
English -language Newspapers 
published in Japan, Including:
Â Daily Yomiuri

Â Japan Times

Â Mainichi Daily News

Â Japan Economic Newswire

Â Jiji Press Ticker Service

Â Westlaw, Lexis and Legaltrac
Use any of these to search for law 
review articles on Japanese law

Â Japanese Newspapers
Ç Westlaw also includes access to 
ñJapan Newspapersò

Ç LexisNexis also includes some 
English -language Newspapers 
published in Japan, Including:
Â Daily Yomiuri

Â Japan Times

Â Mainichi Daily News

Â Japan Economic Newswire

Â Jiji Press Ticker Service

Secondary Resources: Articles Published Outside Japan
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Â Bibliography of Asian 
Studies

Â Index to Foreign Legal 
Periodicals
(Pay Service)

Â Public Affairs Information 
Service (PAIS), 1980 -

Â JSTOR

Â Dissertation Abstracts 

Â Bibliography of Asian 
Studies

Â Index to Foreign Legal 
Periodicals
(Pay Service)

Â Public Affairs Information 
Service (PAIS), 1980 -

Â JSTOR

Â Dissertation Abstracts 

Secondary Resources: Articles Published Outside Japan Secondary Resources: Legal Statistics

Â National Diet Library Statistics Page 
http://www.ndl.go.jp/en/data/statistical_ma.html

Â National Diet Library Statistics Page 
http://www.ndl.go.jp/en/data/statistical_ma.html
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