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Introduction: What weõll cover
Â Why focus on electronic Resources?

Ç Changes in Computing Technology

Ç Changes in Available Resources

Ç Changes in User Expectations

Â Print, The Old Standby
Ç Primary Materials

Ç Secondary Materials

Â Thatôs a Concept!
Ç Currency

Ç The ñofficialò version

Â The Resources
Ç Subscription (Pay)

Ç Free

Ç Non-Law
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Introduction: What weõll cover
Â Access Issues

Ç Free, Subscription?

Ç CD ROM/Online/Both?

Ç Index vs. Full text

Â Asking For Help
Ç Your Librarian

Ç Research Guides

Ç Inter-Library Loan

Â Summary
Ç Reviewing important points

Ç Choosing the right resource



11/1/2007 Japanese Legal Research / Rob Britt 4

Why Focus on Electronic Resources?

IBM Multistation 5550

We Went Fromé

ÅVery limited CJK ability

ÅNo online Access

ÅShared databases only with dedicated 

terminals (no internet)é

ÅNo Access to Laws, Cases, or Legal 

Articles

We Went Fromé

ÅVery limited CJK ability

ÅNo online Access

ÅShared databases only with dedicated 

terminals (no internet)é

ÅNo Access to Laws, Cases, or Legal 

Articles

IBM 8086

Changes in Computing Technology Changes in Computing Technology 
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Why Focus on Electronic Resources?
Changes in Computing Technology Changes in Computing Technology 

é.To versatile 

high -powered PCs 

with

ÅJapanese Text Capability 

built in

ÅAccess to Japanese Books 

via OCLC and online library 

catalogs

ÅAccess to Japanese  

primary legal Information 

(cases and laws)

ÅAbility to run  law-related 

Japanese CD ROMs on US 

PCs

é.To versatile 

high -powered PCs 

with

ÅJapanese Text Capability 

built in

ÅAccess to Japanese Books 

via OCLC and online library 

catalogs

ÅAccess to Japanese  

primary legal Information 

(cases and laws)

ÅAbility to run  law-related 

Japanese CD ROMs on US 

PCs
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Why Focus on Electronic Resources?

éTo Electronic AccesséTo Electronic Access
From legal LooseleafséFrom legal Looseleafsé

Changes in Resources for Japanese LawChanges in Resources for Japanese Law
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Why Focus on Electronic Resources?

Â Then
Ç You want very recent cases, you say?

Ç You want Up-to date laws?

Ç Searching limitations

Ç Limited Ability to provide remote access
Â Necessary to visit Japan for many 

research purposes

Ç Japanese on Computers Very limited

Â Now
Ç Users believe more is possible

Ç Not necessary to leave their desk to get 
wide variety of resources

Ç Users want instant access

Ç Now we can often provide it

Â Then
Ç You want very recent cases, you say?

Ç You want Up-to date laws?

Ç Searching limitations

Ç Limited Ability to provide remote access
Â Necessary to visit Japan for many 

research purposes

Ç Japanese on Computers Very limited

Â Now
Ç Users believe more is possible

Ç Not necessary to leave their desk to get 
wide variety of resources

Ç Users want instant access

Ç Now we can often provide it

Changes User ExpectationsChanges User Expectations



Print, the Old Standby

Examples of Primary 

Materials In Print
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Laws (Statutes, 

Regulations, etc.)

Laws (Statutes, 

Regulations, etc.)
Cases 

(Various Courts)

Cases 

(Various Courts)
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Print, the Old Standby

Â Treatises andé

Â Commentaries

Ç on laws

Ç on cases

Â Periodicals

Ç Commercial

Ç Academic

Examples of Secondary 

Materials in Print

Examples of Secondary 

Materials in Print
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Â ñCurrencyò 

Â ñOfficial Versionò
Â English/Japanese

Â ñCurrencyò 

Â ñOfficial Versionò
Â English/Japanese

Thatõs a Concept!
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Library Catalogs: Union Catalogs

OCLC
http://www.oclc.org/se
arch/advanced.asp

Â Books, Articles

OCLC
http://www.oclc.org/se
arch/advanced.asp

Â Books, Articles

http://www.oclc.org/search/advanced.asp
http://www.oclc.org/search/advanced.asp
http://www.oclc.org/search/advanced.asp
http://www.oclc.org/search/advanced.asp
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Library Catalogs: Union Catalogs

NII Webcat Plus
http://webcatplus -
equal.nii.ac.jp/libportal/
equalTop.html

NII Webcat Plus
http://webcatplus -
equal.nii.ac.jp/libportal/
equalTop.html

http://webcatplus-equal.nii.ac.jp/libportal/equalTop.html
http://webcatplus-equal.nii.ac.jp/libportal/equalTop.html
http://webcatplus-equal.nii.ac.jp/libportal/equalTop.html
http://webcatplus-equal.nii.ac.jp/libportal/equalTop.html
http://webcatplus-equal.nii.ac.jp/libportal/equalTop.html
http://webcatplus-equal.nii.ac.jp/libportal/equalTop.html
http://webcatplus-equal.nii.ac.jp/libportal/equalTop.html
http://webcatplus-equal.nii.ac.jp/libportal/equalTop.html
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Library Catalogs: Union Catalogs

National Diet Library 
Catalog
http://opac.ndl.go.jp/

Â Books

Â Articles ( )
Note: Database is down 3 hours a 

day, Monday -Saturday and 6 
hours on Sunday (during U.S. 
business hours)

National Diet Library 
Catalog
http://opac.ndl.go.jp/

Â Books

Â Articles ( )
Note: Database is down 3 hours a 

day, Monday -Saturday and 6 
hours on Sunday (during U.S. 
business hours)


