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Summary of the Presentation
Â Introduction

Ç What Do You Know?

Ç Japanese Law Collection Policy

Ç Starting Points

Â Goals for Today
Ç Introduce Major Resources

Â Laws, Cases

Â Monographs, Journal Articles

Â Non-law Resources

Â Print vs. Electronic, Online

Â Japanese vs. English

Ç Learn Where Items are in the Library

Ç Learn about Citation and Language Issues

Ç Learn what to do if you need help

Â Exercises
At the end of todayôs class, I will pass out ñScavenger Huntò Exercises, to practiceé

Ç Finding Laws

Ç Finding Cases

Ç Finding Articles

Ç Citation Issues



Introduction: What do you 

know? (three questions for you)

Â Do you have any experience with Japanese 
Legal Research?

Â Whatôs your level of Japanese language?

Â What do you expect to learn In this workshop?
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Introduction:
What we have in our library

We try to collect in print and online:
Â Cases

Â Laws

Â Academic works on/about Japanese law

Ç Books

Ç Periodicals

Â Other materials important for finding and understanding the current law

Ç Newspapers

Ç Dictionaries

Ç Encyclopedias

Ç Online Resources

10/20/2008 Japanese Legal Research / Rob Britt 4



Introduction: Starting Points
Japanese Legal Research Guide 
http://lib.law.washington.edu/eald/jlr/jres.html
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http://lib.law.washington.edu/eald/jlr/jres.html


Introduction: Starting Points
Online Database List 
http://lib.law.washington.edu/eald/OnlineDBsList.htm
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http://lib.law.washington.edu/eald/OnlineDBsList.htm


Introduction: Starting Points

The Universe of Resources

LawsLaws

CasesCases

Articles and Articles and 
BooksBooks

ñFinding AidsòñFinding Aidsò

NonNon--Law Law 
ResourcesResources

Print

Japanese

English

Electronic 
/ Online

Japanese

English
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Notes on Translation of Laws and Cases

Â Why arenôt more laws (and cases) translated 

into English?
Ç Good translation is still difficult and expensive

Ç Concerns about accuracy

Ç Market for translations is small

Â How about cases
Ç The same is true of cases, only more so

Ç Far more laws are translated than cases
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Finding Laws in English:  in Print
Â EHS Law Bulletin Series

The most comprehensive print collection of 

English translations of Japanese law (REF)

Â EHS Superseded Volumes (Classified Stacks)

Â Monographs, Pamphlets etc

Â Occupation era ñOfficial Gazette ([KanpǾ]), 

Jan.1948-Apr.1952
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Finding Laws in English:  in Print
Japanese laws in English: an index to the EHS Law Bulletin Series (2nd ed)

Â Print index to EHS

Â Published by MGGLL

Â Lookup by:

Ç English Title

Ç Japanese Title

Ç Enactment Date

Ç Subject

Â Location:
KNX12.E37 Index 2000 @ REF, 

CLAS
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ñTranslations of Laws and Regulations 
(In compliance with Standard Bilingual Dictionary) ñ

ԇ ʍЛʅ( )

ÂMost comprehensive online collection 

of translations

ÂOn 10/14/2008, About 157 laws were 

available.

ÂSystematic translation project, using 

ñStandard Bilingual Dictionaryò

ÂJoint Project with Nagoya University and 

the Cabinet Secretariat (ᾃ☿ )

ÂPlan is to translate 200 laws

ÂStarted about April 2006

Finding Laws in English
Japanese Governmentõs Law Translation Program

http://www.cas.go.jp/jp/seisaku/hourei/data2.html

http://www.cas.go.jp/jp/seisaku/hourei/data2.html


Finding Laws in English
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Use the JLR Guide for 

suggestions on finding 

English, Japanese, Print, 

Online versions of laws
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Finding Laws in English 
National Diet Libraryõs Index to Print Laws in English

Index to Japanese Laws in English

Index to Japanese Laws in English
( )

National Diet Library Index to English Translations 
of Japanese Laws

Â Sold Originally (for $25) by NDL 
beginning in 1998 on a floppy disk;  
Updated informally since then via 
emailed files

Â Consists of ñcsvò files (raw data)  

Â Must be set up in database or 
spreadsheet software to be useful

Â Indexes English translations of 
Japanese laws

Â Includes wide variety of sources for 
print translations

Ç Occupation era English language 
government gazette (Kanpo)

Ç ñTreatisesò with translation in appendix

Ç Government publications (pamphlets, etc)

Ç EHS Law Bulletin Series

Index to Japanese Laws in English
( )

National Diet Library Index to English Translations 
of Japanese Laws

Â Sold Originally (for $25) by NDL 
beginning in 1998 on a floppy disk;  
Updated informally since then via 
emailed files

Â Consists of ñcsvò files (raw data)  

Â Must be set up in database or 
spreadsheet software to be useful

Â Indexes English translations of 
Japanese laws

Â Includes wide variety of sources for 
print translations

Ç Occupation era English language 
government gazette (Kanpo)

Ç ñTreatisesò with translation in appendix

Ç Government publications (pamphlets, etc)

Ç EHS Law Bulletin Series
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Finding Laws in English

Search Screen in 

MS Access

Search Screen in 

MS Access

National Diet Libraryôs Index to Print Laws in English

Index to Japanese Laws in English
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Finding Laws in English

Record in MS 

Access

Record in MS 

Access

National Diet Libraryôs Index to Print Laws in English 
Index to Japanese Laws in English



Finding Laws in English: Online
http://homepage2.nifty.com/paper/lawcollection.htm
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ñMikaôs Pageò

http://homepage2.nifty.com/paper/lawcollection.htm


Finding Laws in English: Online

http://www.mizuho -sc.com/english/ebond/law.html
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Mizuho 

Securities Page

http://www.mizuho-sc.com/english/ebond/law.html
http://www.mizuho-sc.com/english/ebond/law.html
http://www.mizuho-sc.com/english/ebond/law.html


Finding Laws in Japanese

Â We have full runs of 

major sets, back to mid 

nineteenth century

Â We have many 

commentaries on laws
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Laws (Statutes, 

Regulations, etc.)

Laws (Statutes, 

Regulations, etc.)
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Finding Laws in Japanese
[HǾrei dǛta teikyǾ shisutemu]

(Laws and Regulations Online System)

Has full text of most current Japanese laws and regulations
http://law.e -gov.go.jp/cgi -bin/idxsearch.cgi

[HǾrei dǛta teikyǾ shisutemu]
(Laws and Regulations Online System)

Has full text of most current Japanese laws and regulations
http://law.e -gov.go.jp/cgi -bin/idxsearch.cgi


