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LIS 8120: Legal Information Resources

Spring/Summer 2011

 Online via Blackboard

Jan Bissett

Email:
janbissett@wayne.edu

In Person Office Hours: 
By appointment/phone.

Virtual Office Hours: 
TBA

Communicating with the Instructor

Please email comments, concerns, questions to both instructors.

Margi Heinen

Email:
mheinen@sah.com 
In Person Office Hours: 
By phone only.

Virtual Office Hours: 
TBA

Communicating with the Instructor

Please email comments, concerns, questions to both instructors.

Textbooks, Readings and Style Manual

Textbook/s 

Kent C. Olson, Principles of Legal Research (Successor to How to find the Law, 9th Ed.) and its accompanying website, http://libguides.law.virginia.edu/PLR 
Readings

Required readings include the text and any materials posted to Blackboard or included in the syllabus/course calendar.

Style Manual

The Bluebook:  A Uniform System of Citation, 19th Edition

Course Calendar

	Date
	Content
	Reading or Viewing
	Assignments or Materials Due

	Week 1

May 9
	Introduction (to the course, your instructors, your class mates and practice of law librarianship). 
	Please review these websites and readings prior to the first class.

American Association of Law Libraries
LLRX
 Law Librarian Blog 

Legal Research Plus
 Perspectives
Slaw 

AALL Competencies of Law Librarianship  

      

[ALA] Guidelines for Medical, Legal and Business Responses 

What do you do all day? Mary Whisner, Practicing Reference, 94 Law Library Journal 661-666 (2002)


	Post an introduction of yourself to the discussion board.    

	Week 2

May 16
	Legal Reference Sources, Reference Interview
	Text –Chapters 1 and 12

Legal Research Engine (Cornell)

Zimmerman’s Research Guide
ZRG Blog

Teaching the Art of the Reference Interview, Mary Whisner, Practicing Reference,  94  Law Library Journal 161 - 166 (2002)


Sample Disclaimers for Legal E-Reference Questions, Laura Orr

Finding Out What They Want to Know, Mary Whisner, Practicing Reference, 93 Law Library Journal 727 - 732 (2001)


	ASSIGNMENT: Discussion Board postings

	Week 3

May 23
	Starting Points:

Secondary Sources, Looseleaf  Services, Treatises, Practice Materials
	Text –Chapters 10-11

Incompetent Research Skills Curb Users’ Problem Solving (Alertbox)

Finding Answers Online:  Social Networks vs. Search Engines  (SearchEngineLand)


    
What Do They Know?  A Summary of AALL’s Law Student Research Competency Standards Task Force Online Discussion, Elizabeth Geesey Holmes, 22:2 PLL Perspectives 5 (2011)


	 ASSIGNMENT:

Reference 

	Week4

May 30
	What  is the Law?, Cost Issues, Access issues
	A Guide to the US Legal SystemWeb Based Publicly Accessible Sources (GlobaLex)
Justia
Legal Information Institute

	ASSIGNMENT: News on Law Topic

	Week 5

June 6
	Legal publishing, Online Sources Westlaw and Lexis
	Svengalis, 2009 Presentation to the Association of Legal Administrators
LexisNexis InfoPro 

West Group Law Librarian's Community
Online Legal Research:  Beyond LexisNexis and Westlaw (UCLA Law Library Guide) 

A Survey of Electronic Research Alternatives to Lexis and Westlaw in Law Firms, Laura K. Justiss, 103 Law Library J  71-89 (2011)

A Guide to US Fee Based Legal Research Databases (GlobaLex)

Legal Research in the Age of Open Law.  Constance Ard, 34:5 (Sep/Oct) Online 29 available via General Onefile.


	Dates for Lexis and Westlaw training may move depending upon Webinar schedule.

	Week 6

June 13
	Enacted law: Constitutions, Legislation, Statutes, Codes
	Text—Chapters 2-3

Schoolhouse Rock – I’m Just a Bill 
Research At Your Own Risk, Paul Hellyer, 15:4 Spectrum 18 – 19 (2011)

Recommended:

Lost Laws:  What We Can’t Find in the United States Code (SSRN)

The United States Code, Prima Facie Evidence, and Positive Law, Mary Whisner, Practicing Reference, 101:4 Law Library J 545 – 556 (2009)

	ASSIGNMENT:

Discussion Board postings

	Week 7

June 20
	 Codes, Legislative History
	Text—Chapter 4

Federal Legislative History Research:  A Practitioner's Guide to Compiling the Documents and Sifting for Legislative Intent.  Richard McKinney and Ellen Sweet.  

Reference from Coast to Coast:  State Legislative History  Jan Bissett and Margi Heinen.


	ASSIGNMENT:

Legislative research

	Week 8

June 27
	Case Law
	Text—Chapters 6-8

ABA, How Courts Work:  Steps in a Trial
Wolf v. Pig 

	ASSIGNMENT:

Discussion Board postings

	Week 9

July 4
	Administrative and Regulatory Materials
	Text—Chapter 5

Justia.com Virtual Chase United States Federal Regulations 

A Research Guide to the Federal Register and the Code of Regulations.  Richard McKinney. 

Reference from Coast to Coast:  Finding Corresponding Federal Regulations  Jan Bissett and Margi Heinen.


	ASSIGNMENT:

Case law research



	Week 10

July 11
	Updating Research, Citators
	Text—Chapter 8—review Section 8.5

Caveat Citator (Or Why Shepardizing Your Cases Isn’t Always Enough) Paul Lomio.


When Judges Scold Lawyers, Mary Whisner, Practicing Reference 96 Law Library Journal 557 – 570 (2004)

	ASSIGNMENT:

EXAM

	Week 11

July 18
	Court Rules, Ethics Rules, Ethical Concerns
	Text – Chapter 9 

Court Rules, Forms & Dockets (LLRX)

Using Docket and E-Filing Retrieval Systems for Legal Research.  Linda Fields, 33 The Colorado Lawyer 61 (2004)

LII:  American Legal Ethics Library 

State Bar of Michigan – Ethics 


	ASSIGNMENT:

Updating Research

	Week 12

July 25
	Research Process, Pulling Things Together, Law Library Management
	‘Here There Be Dragons’:  How to do Research in an Area You Know Nothing About, Peggy Roebuck Jarrett and Mary Whisner, 6:2 Perspectives 74 – 76 (1998).

What You Always Wanted to Know About Legal Research But Were Afraid to Ask Jarett et al., Gallagher Law Library

Law Library Budgets in Hard Times, Fitchett et al.  103:1 Law Library Journal 91 – 111 (2011)

Doing More with Less:  The Librarian Approach, Monice Kaczorowski and Holly Pinto.

Cornerstones of Law Libraries for an Era of Digital-Plus, John Palfrey, 102:2 Law Library J 171 – 190 (2010)

Looking to the Future, Martha Cook Campos, 15:7 Spectrum 15 – 16 (2011)
	Final Project – Due August 4th.


*See Spring/Summer Registration Calendar [WSU Office of the Registrar] http://reg.wayne.edu/students/registration-calendar-10-11.php#summer
