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Course Description:  An introduction to the United States legal system with an emphasis on the print and digital sources of law as well as legal research strategies and techniques.  The practice of law librarianship will be surveyed, including the various types of law librarian positions and the unique objectives, characteristics and functions of various types of law library environments.
Goals:
Students will be able to research primary law, including cases, statutes, and regulations using key print and electronic tools.
Students will be able to identify and use important secondary legal resources.
Students will be able to formulate a rational and efficient research methodology incorporating sources of legal information in various formats, as appropriate. 

Students will be able to understand and discuss elements of the profession of law librarianship, including professional organizations, professional literature, and types of law libraries.

Students will be able to understand and discuss issues concerning reference work in law libraries, including issues relating to the application of technology, and legal reference assistance as the unauthorized practice of law.

Required Texts:
Sloan, Basic Legal Research, 3rd edition 
Other readings are assigned through the syllabus.  Most are available electronically and others will be available in the Law Library stacks or on Reserve in the Law Library.

Class Format:   Classes will consist of presentations, student discussions, and in-class exercises.  Students are expected to participate in discussions and occasional presentations.  

Student Responsibilites:

( to read all assigned materials before each class and be prepared to discuss the material

( to complete all in-class assignments
( to prepare for a take the midterm and final exams

( to attend class.  This is a relatively small class, and each student’s participation is an important and valued component of the course.

Attendance Policy:  Students are expected to attend all classes.  Class participation will count as 20% of the final grade.
Grading:  

20%  Class participation
40%  Midterm exam

40%  Final exam

HONOR CODE:  The Honor Code is in effect for all assignments related to this course.  Students may work cooperatively with colleagues on research assignments but must not allow anyone to do their work for them and must not complete the work of another student.  Remember, it is an Honor Code violation to take words or concepts from any source without proper use of quotation marks and proper acknowledgement of the source.  Check with the instructor if you have any questions about the Code.

