Course Information

LIS 789 – Legal Bibliography – Fall Semester 2003

Mondays, 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. in CSC 20  [Students will also attend a two-hour tour of the State Law Library on Saturday from 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. on EITHER September 13 or September 20]

Instructor: Barbara Golden, State Law Librarian



Minnesota State Law Library



25 Dr Rev Martin Luther King Jr Blvd



St. Paul, MN   55155



http://www.lawlibrary.state.mn.us/
Telephone: 651-297-2084

mailto:barb.golden@courts.state.mn.us
Office Hours:  Most weekdays, I am at the State Law Library from 9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.  However, since I have duties to perform for the Supreme Court, I must limit the times I will be available for class questions.   I plan to be in my office at the State Law Library on Saturday mornings from 9:00 am to 12 noon every week except September 27 and November 29.  (Directions, parking, and library hours.)  I will also try to be in the classroom by 6:00 pm before class starts on every Monday evening.  If necessary, you may call or email to arrange an appointment during evening or weekend hours.    

Course Description: This course will introduce students to the specialized nature of legal bibliography and research.  This will be accomplished through the study of the unique tools of legal research, as well as the range of techniques and strategies necessary to accomplish effective research.  The class will also discuss current developments in the fields of legal literature and research, including the developments in electronic resources and technologies and the legal publishing business.

Goals:  The goal of the course is to provide future librarians with a foundation in legal research.  This basis will help them to assist their patrons in the variety of legal research questions that arise in all types of libraries – individuals seeking general legal information, scholars and students performing scholarly research, pro se litigants handling their own legal problems, and lawyers needing professional guidance in the course of their professional activities.

Course Objectives: At the conclusion of this class, students will be able to:

(1) conduct efficient and effective legal research on a wide array of topics using primary and secondary legal materials in print and electronic formats.

(2) explain to patrons which resources should be used for a particular type of legal research situation and why those are the most appropriate materials.

(3) discuss important policy issues in the creation, distribution, and use of legal information.

Required Instructional Materials:
Kunz, Christina L., et al. The Process of Legal Research.  5th ed.  NY: Aspen Law & Business, 2000.  [referred to in Class Schedule as “Kunz”] 

Other assigned materials will be provided in class, on reserve, or online.

Optional Materials:

Berring, Robert C. and Elizabeth A. Edinger.  Finding the Law. 11th ed.  St. Paul, MN: West, 1999.  [referred to in Class Schedule as “Berring”; CSC KF240 .B45 1999 on Reserve]

Cohen, Morris L., Robert C. Berring, and Kent C. Olson.  How to Find the Law.  9th ed.  St. Paul, MN: West, 1989.  

Cohen, Morris L. and Kent C. Olson.  Legal Research in a Nutshell.  7th ed.  St. Paul, MN: West Group, 2000.  

Jacobstein, J. Myron, Roy M. Mersky, and Donald J. Dunn.  Fundamentals of Legal Research.  7th ed.  NY: Foundation Press, 1998.

Mersky, Roy M. and Donald J. Dunn.  Legal Research Illustrated.  8th ed.  NY: Foudation Press, 2002. 

Sloan, Amy E.  Basic Legal Research: Tools and Strategies.  2nd ed.  NY: Aspen Publishers, 2003. 

Elias, Stephen R. and Susan Levinkind.  Legal Research: How to Find & Understand the Law.  10th ed.  Berkeley, CA: Nolo, 2002.  [referred to in Class Schedule as “Elias”; CSC KF240 .E35 2002eb online]

Herskowitz, Suzan.  Legal Research Made Easy.  2nd ed.  Naperville, IL: Sphinx Pub., 1998.  [CSC KF240 .H47 1998 on Reserve]


Olson, Kent C.  Legal Information: How to Find It, How to Use It.  Phoenix, Ariz.: Oryx Press, 1999.  [CSC Reference KF240 .O365 1999]


Svengalis, Kendall F.  The Legal Information Buyer’s Guide and Reference Manual.  Barrington, RI: Rhode Island LawPress, 2003.

Halvorson, T.R.  Law of the Super Searchers: The Online Secrets of Top Legal Researchers. Medford, NJ: CyberAge Books, 2000.  [referred to in Class Schedule as “Halvorson”; CSC KF242.A1 H35 2000 on Reserve]


Tessner, John, Brenda Wolfe, and George R. Jackson.  Minnesota Legal Research Guide. 2nd ed.  Buffalo, NY: William S. Hein & Co., 2002. 

Grading Policy:  Grades will be based on a combination of exercises, quizzes, and a final project.  The point breakdown is listed below:

Assignment:







Points

Attendance and Participation




    50

Library Tour attendance




    20

Assignments
     





  110  

Quizzes (5 out of  8)





  120 

Final Project




 

  200 

(Final Product=100; Research Log=100)








            ---------

Total Points Possible:    





  500
                         

Grade Scale

 Points      A


450-500

 Points      B


400-449

 Points      C


350-399

 Points      D


300-349

 Points      F


 0-299

Extra Credit available for Optional Assignments (10 points each, maximum of 50 points) and in-class presentation of Final Project (25 points).  Extra Credit Assignments must be submitted by December 1, 2003 for credit but may be turned in earlier.  In-class presentations will be scheduled on December 8, 2003.

Attendance Policy: Students are expected to attend all classes and one of the library tours.  Students who miss class or the tour are responsible for missed material. 

Assignments: There will be ten (10) required and six (6) optional problem sets assigned from Kunz. The Kunz assignments and analysis exercises need not be typed, but they must be legible.  Late Assignments:  An automatic time extension for one (1) Kunz problem set will be permitted without penalty.  This extension will be for one (1) week.  Once this extension has been used, there will be a 10% penalty reduction in grade for each week of tardiness for any late Kunz problem set.   NO LATE PROBLEM SETS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER MONDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2003.  

Working Together: You may work together and help each other with your Kunz assignments.  In fact, I encourage you to do so! However, each person must turn in a completed assignment sheet to be graded.  The Research Log for the Final Project is an individual assignment.  An individual or group may complete the Final Product.  

Quizzes: Eight (8) quizzes will be given. The lowest 3 quiz scores will be dropped when calculating the final grade.  There will be no make up quizzes.  Any missed quizzes will count as 0.  A missed quiz will be considered the lowest score and will be the first score dropped when grades are calculated. 

Final Project:  The final project is to create a print or web resource for a specific identifiable user group on a specific area of law.  The user group could be attorneys, non-lawyers, law librarians, etc.  The project must have a substantial analytical and evaluative component embodied in the final product while integrating primary and secondary, print and electronic resources appropriate to the topic and user group.  All text, images, and other original elements drawn from other sources must be attributed. 
Sample Topics:

Federal Appellate Criminal Procedure for Prisoners 
Minnesota Divorce Law for Mothers with Children 
Employment Discrimination Law for Small Business Owners 
Patent Law for Public Librarians

Law Office Management for Solo Practitioners

Possible Formats:

Pathfinder 
Set of Tri-fold Pamphlets 
Booklet with Text and Images or Sounds (if relevant) 
Footnoted Discussion with an Annotated Bibliography 
Teaching Tool with Explanations, Teacher's Guide, and Quizzes 
Group Learning Tool and Leader's Guide

The project can be completed either as an individual or group project.  Each individual will be required to hand in a research log along with the final project.  The research log should include each avenue of research that you personally pursued, why you pursued it, and the result, regardless of whether that avenue was successful or not. 
The final product will be assessed based on the following factors: 
1. Clarity of statement of purpose and scope

2. Overall intellectual organization 

3. Depth of individual source analysis 

4. Integration of different resources and formats 

5. Appropriateness for intended user group 

6. Layout, visual clarity, and presentation 

The research log will be assessed based on the following factors: 

1. Explanation of methodology 

2. Documented rationales for individual research decisions 

3. Documented creativity in finding appropriate sources 

4. Completeness of documented research methods 

A final project proposal and list of group members must be submitted to the Instructor on September 29th.  Thereafter, the Instructor must approve any changes in the topic or group.  The final product and research logs are due in class on December 1st.  No exceptions.  Extra credit will be given for presenting your Final Project in class.
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IMPORTANT:  If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, contact the O’Neill Resources for Disabilities Center at 651-690-6563.  The O’Neill Center also has other programs and services for students who want to develop their academic potential and time management skills.
Assignment to be completed before Week #1:

Read Kunz pages 1-48

Read Elias chapter 4

Optional Reading for clarification or just for the fun of it:  


Elias chapters 1-3


Berring pages 5-17


Understanding the Federal Courts
WEEK 1- September 8, 2003

Class:

Class overview

Brief Introduction to Sources of the Law

Brief Introduction to United States Legal System

Brief Introduction to Citation Format

Brief Introduction to Authority

Introduction to Dictionaries & Thesauri

Assignment:

Read Kunz pages 49-67

Kunz Problem Set for Chapter 3 (omitting question 6).  Note that the situation you choose will also be used for future Problem Sets. Make sure to keep a copy of Problem Set for Chapter 3 to assist you with these later problems sets. (Due September 15, 2003)

Optional Reading for clarification or just for the fun of it: 


Berring pages 296-311 

WEEK 2 – September 15, 2003

Class:

Turn in Kunz Problem Set for Chapter 3

Introduction to Encyclopedias

Introduction to Treatises

Continued on next page

Assignment: 

           Read Kunz pages 68-89.


Analysis Exercise # 1 (Due September 22, 2003) 

           Kunz Problem Set for Chapter 4 OR Chapter 5 (Due September 22, 2003) 

Optional Assignment for credit:



Completing the other Kunz Problem Set (Chapter 4 or Chapter 5)

Optional Reading for clarification or just for the fun of it: 

John J. Hasko, Persuasion in the Court: Nonlegal Materials in U.S. Supreme Court Opinions, 94 Law Libr. J. 427 (2002). 

WEEK 3 – September 22, 2003

Class:

Turn in Kunz Problem Set for Chapter 4 OR Chapter 5 and Analysis Exercise #1

Quiz on Encyclopedias and Treatises

Introduction to Periodicals

Introduction to ALR’s

Assignment:

      
            Read Kunz pages 90-107.

Mary Whisner, Teaching the Art of the Reference Interview, 94 Law Libr. J. 161 (2002).

Kunz Problem Set for Chapter 7 (Due September 29, 2003)

Develop Final Project Proposal (Due September 29, 2003)

Optional Assignment for credit:


Kunz Problem Set for Chapter 6

Optional Reading for clarification or just for the fun of it:  

Read Elias chapter 5.

WEEK 4 – September 29, 2003 

Class:

Submit Final Project Proposal and List of Group Members. 
Turn in Kunz Problem Set for Chapter 7 

Quiz on Periodicals and ALRs 

Introduction to Restatements

The Legal Reference Interview

Assignment: 

            Read Kunz pages 109-162.

Terry Jean Seligmann & Thomas H. Seymour, Choosing and Using Legal Authority: The Top 10 Tips, 6 Perspectives Teaching Legal Res. & Writing 1 (1997).  (PDF copy--Blackboard, Course Documents)

Read Wolf v. Pig (Slow loading Powerpoint.  On Reserve at CSC)


Analysis Exercise #2 (Due October 6, 2003)


Optional Assignment for credit:

Kunz Problem Set for Chapter 8 
Optional Reading for clarification or just for the fun of it:

Berring pages 18-133

WEEK 5 – October 6, 2003

Class:

Turn in Analysis Exercise #2

Quiz on Restatements and the Reference Interview

Primary v. Secondary Sources

Mandatory v. Persuasive Authority

Introduction to Jurisdiction

Introduction to Reporters, Digests, and Citators

Assignment:

Read William L. Taylor, Comparing KeyCite and Shepard’s for Completeness, Currency, and Accuracy, 92 Law Libr. J. 127 (2000).
Read Elias chapters 7 and 8

Kunz Problem Sets for Chapter 10 (state cases in paper) and Chapter 11 (Due October 20, 2003)
Optional Reading for clarification or just for the fun of it:  


Elias chapters 9 and 10

WEEK 6 – October 13, 2003

Class:

Quiz on Authority and Jurisdiction & the Courts

Continue Reporters, Digests, and Citators

Assignment:

Read Kunz pages 163-205. 

Finish Kunz Problem Sets for Chapter 10 (state cases paper) and Chapter 11 (Due October 20, 2003) 

Optional Reading for clarification or just for the fun of it:  



Berring pages 134-176; 211-229

WEEK 7 – October 20, 2003

Class:

Turn in Kunz Problem Sets for Chapter 10 (paper) and Chapter 11 

Quiz on Case Reporters, Digests, and Citators

Introduction to State and Federal Statutes and Constitutions

Assignment:

Kunz Problem Set for Chapter 12 (state statutes in paper)  (Due October 27, 2003)

Optional Reading for clarification or just for the fun of it:  


Elias chapter 6

WEEK 8 – October 27, 2003

Class:

Turn in Kunz Problem Set for Chapter 12 (state statutes in paper)

Continue Federal Statutes and the United States Constitution

Introduction to Uniform and Model Acts; local laws

Continued on next page
Assignment:

F. Allan Hanson, From Key Numbers to Keywords: How Automation Has Transformed the Law, 94 Law Libr. J. 563 (2002). 

Problem Kunz Set for Chapter 12 (federal codes) (Due November 3, 2003)

WEEK 9 - November 3, 2003

Class:

Turn in Kunz Problem Set for Chapter 12 (federal codes)

Quiz on Constitutions & Statutory Materials  

Introduction to Westlaw with guest lecturer Christine Morong

Assignment:

Read Kunz pages 206-256.

Kunz Problem Set for Chapter 10 (Computer-based case law) (Due November 10, 2003)

Optional Assignment for credit:

Kunz Problem Set for Chapter 12 (computer-based statutes)

Optional Reading for clarification or just for the fun of it:  


Berring pages 177-210

WEEK 10 – November 10, 2003


Class:

Introduction to Lexis with guest lecturer Priscilla Stultz

Introduction to Legislative History Materials

Turn in Kunz Problem Set for Chapter 10 (Computer-based case law)

Assignment:

Read Kunz pages 257-322


Optional Assignment for credit:

Kunz Problem Set for Chapter 13 
Optional Reading for clarification or just for the fun of it:  

Berring pages 230-269

NOTE: LAW LIBRARY IS CLOSED VETERANS’ DAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2003

WEEK 11 – November 17, 2003

Class:


Introduction to Administrative Materials

Assignment:

                        Read Kunz pages 323-364.

Read Paul D. Healey, Pro Se Users, Reference Liability, and the Unauthorized Practice of Law: Twenty-Five Selected Readings, 94 Law Libr. J. 133 (2002).

Kunz Problem Set for Unit V (administrative materials) (Due November 24, 2003) 

Optional Reading for clarification or just for the fun of it:  



Berring pages 270-295

WEEK 12 – November 24, 2003

Class:

Turn in Kunz Problem Set for Unit V

Quiz on Administrative Materials

Introduction to Rules of Procedure and Ethics

Professional negligence & the librarian

Assignment:


Read Kunz pages 367-377

            Kunz Problem Set for Chapter 17 (Due December 1, 2003) 

Finish up Final Project (Due December 1, 2003)

Optional Assignment for credit:


Kunz Problem Set for Chapter 18

Optional Reading for clarification or just for the fun of it:

Berring pages 312-320

NOTE: LAW LIBRARY CLOSED THANKSGIVING, NOVEMBER 27-30, 2003

WEEK 13 – December 1, 2003

Class: 

Turn in Final Project (Individual Research Log and Final Product)  

Turn in Kunz Problem Set for Chapter 17

Quiz on Rules of Procedure and Ethics


Lexis and other CALR (Computer Assisted Legal Research) 

Assignment:



Read Halvorson pages 1-25



Read Elias Chapter 13

Read Paul Duguid, The Social Life of Legal Information: First Impressions, First Monday, volume 7, number 9 (September 2002).

Optional Assignment for credit:

Prepare for in-class presentation of Final Project  (NOTE:  YOU MUST TELL ME TODAY IF YOU WISH TO BE SCHEDULED.)

WEEK 14 – December 8, 2003

LAST Class: 

Overview of Internet Resources 

Overview of the Use of Nonlegal Resources


Course Review & Evaluation


In-Class Presentations of Final Projects (if any)

2

